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Sept. 8, 1995
UM SURVEY ON MONTANA MIGRATION YIELDS SURPRISES
MISSOULA Montanans who fear their state is being overrun by wealthy out-of-staters may find their
anxieties relieved bv new University of Montana survey results.
The survey, commissioned by UM 's Center for the Rocky Mountain West and conducted
by the Bureau of Business and Economic Research, found that those who migrate to Montana "are
likely to be better educated but making less money than the current Montanans," said Center for
the Rocky Mountain West Director Bill Farr. The survey, and a companion study on why
Montanans think about leaving their state, will be discussed in detail at the center s free public
conference, "Montanans, New and Old, and the Search for a Workable Future," scheduled Sept.
14-15 in UM ’s Montana Theatre.
Of 1,225 households the BBER surveyed statewide, 181 had moved to Montana within the
past five years. Fifty-five percent of those cross-state migrants had either lived in Montana before
or their spouse or other household member had been a state resident, reports Paul Polzin, director
of the bureau. The remaining 45 percent had no close family ties in Montana and most frequently
cited quality of life as their motive for moving, followed closely by employment.
"Moving to Montana for employment reasons goes against conventional wisdom which
argues that there are no new jobs in Montana," Farr said. "In fact, we’re fmding that people are
coming to Montana for military duty at Malmstrom, job transfers and business relocations."
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Montana is gaining college graduates, Polzin said. About 34 percent of the surveyed
newcomers to Montana graduated from college, compared with 25 percent of people staying within
the state.
"Highly educated return migrants may be coming back because they’ve failed or not done
as well as they expected in other states," Farr said. "Perhaps a second exposure to Montana is the
charm."
Thirty-one percent of the migrants to Montana reported household incomes of less than
$15,000 despite their higher education, the survey found. Only 18 percent of the non-migrants had
household incomes less than $15,000. About 20 percent of the migrants reported household
incomes of more than $35,000, while a significantly higher number — 32 percent — of non
migrants reported incomes over $35,000.
Other survey findings include:
■ Montana is receiving newcomers at about the same rate as other U.S. states -- the rate of
migration to Montana from other states is about equal to the national average of interstate movers;
■ More than 40 percent of newcomers to Montana towns come from other Montana towns, not
from other states;
■ Eighteen percent of the surveyed interstate migrants moved to Montana from California — more
than from any other state. Other frequently cited sources of new Montanans were Idaho,
Washington and Colorado (7 percent each); Wyoming (6 percent); Minnesota and Texas (4 percent
each); Arizona and North Dakota (3 percent each); and South Dakota (2 percent).
■ Only 7 percent of surveyed migrants are over age 65, while 22 percent of the non-migrants
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surveyed are over that age. Nearly half (47 percent) of the surveyed migrants were between 18
and 34 years old.
"Contrary to common opinion, Montana is not being invaded by retirees," Farr said.
"However, a significant number of retirees do tend to migrate to certain counties, such as Ravalli.
A full report on the study is slated for the Winter 1995 Montana Business Quarterly. For
more information, contact Paul Polzin, (406) 243-5113, or Bill Farr, (406) 243-2978.
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